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COMMUNIST PARTY ACTIVITIES, 
WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA 


THURSDAY, JUNE 18, 1953 


Unitep Srates SENATE, 
PERMANENT SUBCOMMITTXE ON INVESTIGATIONS 
OF THE COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS, 
Washington, D.C. 

The subcommittee met (pursuant to S. Res. 40, agreed to January 
30, 1953) at 10:30 a. m., in room 357 of the Senate Office Building, 
Senator Karl E. Mundt (acting chairman) presiding. 

Present: Senators Joseph R. McCarthy (Republican, Wisconsin), 
Karl E. Mundt (Republican, South Dakota), E veett McKinley Dirk- 
sen (Republican, Illinois), John L. McClellan (Democrat, Arkansas), 
Henry M. Jackson (Democrat, Washington), and Stuart Symington 
(Democrat, Missouri). 

Present also: Senator Pat McCarran (Democrat, Nevada); Roy 
Cohn, chief counsel: and Ruth Young Watt, chief clerk. 

Senator Munpr. The committee will come to order, please. 

Inasmuch as the matter under inquiry this morning may involve the 
chairman of the committee, he has asked me to preside as acting chair- 
man this morning. 

Our first witness will be Mr. Mazzei. Is Mr. Mazzei in the room? 

Mr. Mazzei, will you stand, please, and be sworn ? 

The testimony you are about to give, do you promise to give the 
truth, the vais truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Mazzet. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF JOSEPH D. MAZZEI, PITTSBURGH, PA., ACCOM- 
PANIED BY HARRY ALAN SHERMAN, ATTORNEY, PITTSBURGH, 
PA. 


Senator Munpr. You may be seated. Will you first identify the 
gentleman at your side? 

Mr. Mazze1. Mr. Harry Alan Sherman. 

Senator Munpr. He is here, I presume, in the capacity as your 
attorney ? 

Mr. Mazzet. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Will you give us your name and address? 

Mr. SuerMan. Harry Alan Sherman, Pittsburgh, Pa., member of 
the Allegheny County and Pennsylvania Bar. 

Senator McCartuy. May I say to the chairman that we request the 
attorney be here not as the lawyer for Mr. Mazzei, but because he has 
such a vast working knowledge of the subject we are going into, and 
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we would like to have him here. He is not technically appearing as 
the attorney for the witness, but as a potential informant for the 
committee, 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Sherman, in the event we call on you as a wit 
ness, we will ask you to be sworn. Otherwise you will not be. 

Mr. SuerMan. I will be very clad to be. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Mazzei, will you give us your complete name 
and address? 

Mr. Mazzrr. My name is Joseph D. Mazzei, M-a-z-z-e-1. I live at 
834 ‘Tropical Avennue, Pittsburgh 16. 

Senator Munpr. Will you begin by telling us something about you 
background? Where were you born? 

Mr. Mazzer. I was born in the city of Pittsburgh, in the year of 
1913, November 23. 

Senator Munpr. Give us a quick rundown of your background 
how long you went to school, and what your oecupation has been. 

Mr. Mazzer. | went to the Langley High School and graduated 
from Langley High School. At the present I own and manage a 
theater in Millvale, in Pittsburgh. From 1941 to 1953 I was employed 
as an undercover agent for the FBI in the city of Pittsburgh. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Cohn, you may take over the examination. 

Mr. Coun. Your testimony is, of course, Mr. Mazzei, that from 1941 
until 1953 you were an undercover agent for the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation in Pittsburgh: is that correct ? 

Mr. Mazzet. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Conn. On what day in 1953 did you cease functioning as ar 
undercover agent for the FBI? 

Mr. Mazzet. March 26. 

Mr. Conn. What happened on the morning of March 26? 

Mr. Mazzer. On the morning of March 26 I had breakfast with 
Steve Nelson across the street from where his trial was be ing held. 

Mr. Conn. Steve Nelson, for the record, of course, has been identi- 
fied as one of the toy Communist leaders in the cow try and has been 
convicted under the sedition law in the State of Pen) Sy lvania: is that 
correct ¢ 

Mr. Mazzer. That is right. 

Mr. Conn. And sentenced to 20 years’ imprisonment ? 

Mr. Mazzet. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Coun. You say you had breakfast with Steve Nelson on that 
morning é mm 

Mr. Mazzer. Yes, sir; that is right. 

Mr. Conn. He knew you then as a Communist? 

Mr. Mazzer. He knew me as a Communist member. 

Mr. Coun. What happened later on that day ? 

Senator Munpr. And you knew him as a Communist member? 

Mr. Mazzer. Yes, sir: I did. That morning that I had breakfast 
with him—we were across the street from the Federal courthouse— 
and he made the remark, “I wonder what stool pigeon they will bring 
next on the trial ?” : 

[ made the remark, I said, “Probably some other son of a b.” 

Later on that afternoon around 2 o’clock I appeared against him. 

Mr. Coun. You took the stand as a Government witness? 

Mr. Mazzer. Yes, sir; at the request of the Government. 
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Mr. Coun. Having revealed your identity and the fact you had 
been an undercover agent for the FBI from 1941 to that date on 
March 26, 1 953: is that correct ? 

Mr. ‘eae That is right. 

Mr. Conn. During the time you were in the Communist Party for 
the FBI did you furnish the FBI with reports and information con- 
cerning the activities of leading Communists in Pittsburgh with 
whom you were associated ? 

Mr. Mazzer. Yes; I did. I gave them written reports and oral 
reports. 

Mr. Conn. Both oral and written reports. 

Mr. Mazzer. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Conn. How long a period of time did it take you to work your 
way into the Communist Party for the FBI? 

Mr. Mazzet. At the request of the FBI, it took me 1 year to become 
a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Coun. During this period of 12 years that you were an under- 
cover Communist for the FBI, did you have contact with any of the 
top leaders of the Communist Party in Pittsburgh, Pa. ? 

Mr. Mazzet. Yes; I had contact with them in Pittsburgh and all 
over the country. 

Mr. Conn. I want to ask you specifically whether or not you had 
occasion to observe in the Communist Party a man by the n: ume of Lou 
Bortz? 

Mr. Mazzrer. Yes: I had occasion to meet him. I know him as a 
member of the Communist Party of western Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Conn. You identify Bortz as a member of the Communist 
Party ; is that correct ? 

Mr. Mazzer. That is right. 

Mr. Conn. Was he ever to your knowledge more than just a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Mazzer. Yes: he was. He was a member of the Abraham Lin- 
coln Brigade which fought in Spain, and one of the leaders of the 
Communist Party of western Pennsylvania. They were called elite 
members of the ( ommunist Party o f western Pennsy ‘lyania. 

Mr. Conn. What else? 

Mr. Mazzer. He was an organizer for the Communist Party in the 
city of Pitt burgh and Alleche ‘Nh ly Co inty. ar was an official. He 
had different positions in the Communist Par 

Senator Munptr. Mr. Mazzei, about this sie as I recall, the FBI 
had another undercover agent in Pittsburgh by the name of Cvetie. 

Mr. Mazzrr. Yes: Matt Cvetic. 

Senator Munpr. Did you ever come across him in connection wit! 
your undercover work? 

Mr. Mazzer. Yes; I used to turn him in. I thought he was a 
Communist. 

Senator Munpr. In other words, both of you working independent 
of each other, you thought he was a Communist. 

Mr. ] Mazzer. I never knew he worked for the Government until the 
day it came out in the open. 

Senator Munpr. You had seen him at Communist meetings. 

Mr. Mazzer. Yes, sir; I attended meetings with him. As a matter 
of fact, he was at my home about t days before he came out in the open. 

Senator Munpr. He on the other hand assumed you were a legiti- 
mate Communist? 








4 COMMUNIST PARTY ACTIVITIES, WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA 


Mr. M 1zzEI1. Yes. Later on when we got together after March 26, 
he claimed that he was turning me in. I said, “Matt, I was turning 
vou in. 

Mr. Conn. You have told us that Mr. Lou Bortz was a top function- 
ary of the party in Pittsburgh; he was a section organizer and official 
of the party. Did you know him as such until the very time you left 
the party just a number of weeks ago? 

Mr. Mazzer. I was introduced to Lou Bortz as that. That is what 
was told to me by the head of the Communist Party, Steve Nelson and 
Roy Hudson and Jim Dolsen and by Lou Bortz himself. 

Mr. Conn. Did you have continuous association with him, say, from 
1945 until you left the party in 1953? 

Mr. Mazzer. I knew Lou Bortz before 1945. I knew him much 
earlier than that. 

Mr. Coun. Did you have continuous association with him in the 
party from 1945 until 1953? 

Mr. Mazzer. Yes, sir; I did. 

Mr. Coun. Were you familiar with any of his activities as a func- 
tionary of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Mazzer. Yes; I was fi amiliar with his actions. 

Mr. Conn. I want to ask you this: Did Mr. Bortz ever participate 
in any activities concerning violence ? 

Mr. Mazzr1. Yes; he did. 

Mr. Coun. Tell us something about that. 

Mr. Mazze1. There was an incident in Pittsburgh which was or- 
ganizing a riot at a swimming pool, and Mr. Bortz was instrumental 
in organizing the goons, which we were called, the goon squad to or- 


oral » the riot in this pool. There Was ; a riot and one of the city police 
official’s head was fractured. Later on one of the members of the Com- 
munist Party was sentenced for that riot. Also he was instrumental 
in conducting classes at a Jewish cultural center which is located in 


Pittsburgh. He taught us classes in this Jewish cultural center which 
is located in Pittsburgh. It is called the Jewish Cultural Center. 
Downstairs in the basement of this theater we had a target range 
which was set up to familiarize members of the Communist Party 
in the handling of firearms. 
Senator Munpr. In the basement of this house that they were meet- 


ing in, you mean ¢ 


Mr. Mazzer. Yes. I have a picture of the home right here, sir. 

Senator Munpr. And Mr. Bortz had some familiarity with firearms 
and target pract ice ? 

Mr. Mazzrr. Yes, sir. He was teaching us how to make bombs. 

Senator Munpr. He was teaching you how to make bombs? 

Mr. Mazzxert. Not only me, but other members of the Communist 
Party. 

Senator Munpr. They were experimenting in this target range, I 
suppose, with bombs as well as pistols and rifles? 

Mr. Mazzet. That is right; with other means of bringing on de- 
struction to the American ‘people. 

Senator Munpr. In other words, this was really a Communist goon 
squad. 

Mr. Mazzrt. That is right. I was a member of that myself. 

Senator Munpr. And Bortz was a member of that? 

Mr. Mazzer. That is right, sir. 
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Senator Munpr. Thinking back, Mr. Mazzei, to 1952, do you recall 
any special meeting of the party in Pittsburgh at which you were 
present ¢ 

Mr. Mazzer. Yes, sir. We held a meeting at the Civil Rights Con- 
eress, Which is a front organization for the Communist Party, which 
my wife was present with me, and Mr. Bortz and his wife, and we 
had a meeting. 

Senator Munpr. Is Mrs. Bortz also a Communist ? 

Mr. Mazzet. To my knowledge she is. 

Mr. Coun. This Mr. Bortz who is present is the same Mr. Bortz 
you have identified as a top functionary of the party and one of the 
activists in the goon squad; is that right ? 

Mr. Mazzet. Yes; he was chairman of that particular meeting. 

Mr. Coun. When did that meeting take place, around the beginning 
of December? 

Mr. Mazzzr. Around the beginning of December. I think it was 
the 4th of December, around 9:30 in the evening. 

Senator Munpt. Where was it held? 

Mr. Mazzer. At the Civil Rights Congress, which is a Communist 
front organization. 

Senator Munpr. It was held in their office ? 

Mr. Mazzet. Yes; it was held in their office. 

Senator Munpr. Will you proceed to tell us wh at took place? This 

3 suppose, W hat youc all a cell closed meeting 

"Mr. Mazzer. Yes. It was a closed meeting. Only members of the 
Communist Party could get in there. I was called to the meeting by 
Jim Dolsen, and I was told to make sure I would get there, because the 
previous meeting I had not showed up. He insisted for my wife to 
make sure I got there. When we got there—— 

Senator Munpr. Will you identify Jim Dolsen ¢ 

Mr. Mazzert. Yes, sir. He is on this sedition trial also in Pitts- 
burgh, and he was convicted also. When we got there Jim Dolsen 
was not there, and Mr. Bortz started the meeting. We had the usual 
Communist meeting which lasted about an hour and a half. 

Senator Munpt. Give us just a quick report on what you mean by the 

“usual Communist meeting.” 

Mr. Mazzer. We had the usual business which we were discussing 
a group of boys who were arrested and were out on bail, from the 
section of New Kensington. We were trying to raise funds to have 
them released and trying to get them a new trial, which later they 
were very successful in doing, and they were also convicted later. At 
the end of the meeting which took place there, about an hour and a half 
after the usual conversation about the Communist sections that we 
had to worry about, Mr. Bortz said that he had a very important 
announcement to make. He had these papers in his hand which he 
was reading from, notes that he had made. He said, Comrades, I 
have a very special announcement to make.” 

Senator Munpr. How many people were at that meeting? 

Mr. Mazzert. I would say about 7, maybe 8, including myself, He 
told us he had a very special announcement to make, that he was 
selected by the Communist Party to do a job in the liquidation of 
Senator Joseph McCarthy. He said that it was very gratifying, and 
he was very pleased that that job was given to him, and when the 

85058—53——2 
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time would come in liquidating Senator McCarthy, he would carry 
it out. 

Senator Munpr. Did you gather from his use of the word “liqui- 
date” that he was talking about a political liquidation or a physical 
liquidation, or what ? : 

Mr. Mazzet. There are two liquidations. There is a political liqui- 
dation. The liquidation he meant, sir, was to kill him, to do away 
with him. 

Senator Munopt. In other words, he was talking about murder ? 

Mr. Mazzet. That is right, sir. That conversation went as far as 
we both were concerned all the way downstairs. The lights were 
turned out and we carried the conversation, Mr. Bortz and I, all the 
way ot into the street. We talked about it. I got a very big kick 
out of it, because we had to walk down 3 flights of stairs in the ds irk, 
and we conned to talk about it. 

Senator Munpt. Is Mr. Bortz in the room? 

— Mazzr1. Yes, sir; the gentleman is behind me. 

ator Munpr. Mr. Bortz, will you come forward. 

Do you solemnly swear the testimony you are about to give will be 
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Borrz. I do. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Bortz, the gentleman at your side is your at- 
torney ¢ 

Mr. Borrz. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munor. Mr. Counsel, will you identify yourself ? 

Mr. Ranp. I am Harry I. Rand, with offices at the Wyatt Building, 
Washington 5, D. C. 

At this time at the request of my client I should like to ask that the 
television lights be turned off and that no telecasting be made of Mr. 
Bortz’ appearance here, because he feels it would interfere with his 
ability properly to conduct himself as a witness before this com- 
mittee. 

I would also request on his behalf, since he has asked me to do it, 
that whatever photogr: aphs have to be taken, be taken right now so 
that they will not be flashing at him throughout the testimony. 

Senator Munpr. Go ahead, photographers, take your pictures. We 
will turn out the lights. There are no television or motion- picture 
cameras. 

Mr. Mazzei, you were describing a meeting held in Pittsburgh in 
December of 1952. 

Mr. Mazzxt. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Which was presided over by a Mr. Bortz. 

Mr. Mazzet. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Is Mr. Bortz the man who is now sitting im- 
mediately at your right the Mr. Bortz that you mentioned as being in 
control of that meeting ? 

Mr. Mazzerr. Yes; that is right, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Was Mr. Bortz the leader of a certain facet of the 
Communist Party? How did he happen to be presiding at the meet- 
ing? 

Mr. Mazzex. He was the head of our group. 

Senator Munpr. This meeting that you described at which he was 
presiding as head of that particular group? 

Mr. Mazzrr. He was the chairman of our group at our meeting at 
that particular time. 
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TESTIMONY OF LOUIS BORTZ, ACCOMPANIED BY HARRY I. RAND, 
ATTORNEY, WYATT BUILDING, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Senator Munopr. Mr. Bortz, let me ask you, Do you recognize the 
man sitting at your left? 

Mr. Borrz. On the ground that it may be self-incriminating, I 
would have to decline to answer that question, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Are you a member of the Communist Party / 

Mr. Borrz. I have to answer that likewise in the same manner. 

Senator Munpr. You have to answer the question. 

Mr. Borrz. It may be self-incriminating, according to the fifth 
amendment. 

Senator Munpt. In other words, you decline to answer because to do 
so might be self-incriminating; is that right? 

Mr. Bortz. Pardon? 

Senator Munpr. You decline to answer because to do so might be 
self-incriminating; is that your reply? 

Mr. Borrz. I did not get that; I am sorry. 

Senator Munpr. I will ask the question again. Are you a member 
of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Borrz. I say I must decline to answer that question on the 
grounds that an answer of any kind may be self-incriminating. 

Senator Munpr. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party ¢ 

Mr. Borrz. It may be self-incriminating were I to answer that ques- 
tion. I would have to give you the same answer 

Senator Munpr. Where do you live, Mr. Bortz? 

Mr. Bortz. At R. D. 6, Butler, Pa. That is the postal district. 

Senator Munpr. Is Butler a suburb of Pittsburgh ? 

Mr. Borrz. No; it is in a different county. 

Senator Munpr. How far from Pittsburgh? 

Mr. Borrz. Approximately 30 to 35 miles at the most. It is north 
of Pittsburgh. 

Senator Munpr. What is your means of livelihood in Butler or 
Pittsburgh? Do you work in Pittsburgh or do you work in Butler? 

Mr. Borrz. Technically I am unemployed. I have been trying to 
start some service work around electrical appliance repairs and 
services. 

Senator Munpr. Where were you born, Mr. Bortz? 

Mr. Borrz. Hartford, Conn. 

Senator Munpr. What has been your career up to date insofar as 
you are free to discuss it, where it will not be self-incriminating ? 
Where did you go to school? 

Mr. Borrz. I went to school in east New York, Brooklyn. 

Senator Munpr. You went to grammar or high school in Brooklyn ? 

Mr. Bortz. I completed 1 year of junior high—not junior high, of 
high school in junior high. 

Senator Munpr. What year were you born? 

Mr. Bortz. 1910. 

Senator Munpr. You completed 1 year of junior high school. What 
did you do then? 

Mr. Borrz. I went to work later on in the season. That is in the 
summertime. 
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Senator Munpr. What kind of work? 

Mr. Borrz. I finished school in June of 1925. 

Senator Munpr. You finished junior high school in 1925? 

Mr. Bortz. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. What did you do in 1926? 

Mr. Borrz. I think I got a job i in a laundry or something; I don’t 
remember. 

Senator Munpr. You got a job in a laundry in Brooklyn? 

Mr. Borrz. All I can remember of it. It has been quite a few years 
back. 

Senator Munpr. Try to reconstruct what you have done to earn a 
livelihood. You started out roughly in 1926 working in Brooklyn 
after you had finished junior high school; is that right ? 

Mr. Borrz. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Tell us what jobs you held and how you moved 
over to Butler, Pa., and what work you took up over there. 

(Mr. Bortz consulted his attorney.) 

Mr. Borrz. In 1926 I worked in a shoe factory in Brooklyn or in 
Manhattan. 

Senator Munpr. A shoe factory in Brooklyn ? 

Mr. Borrz. Somewhere in Brooklyn. Then later on in the leather 
goods, which is much the same line. 

Senator Munpr. Still in Brooklyn ? 

Mr. Borrz. No; this was in Manhattan. 

Senator Munpr. In New York City. 

Mr. Borrz. Yes, sir. Then about 1929 I left New York. 

Senator Munpr. Where did you go after you left New York? 

Mr. Borrz. I would like to decline to answer that question on the 
grounds that it may be self-incriminating. 

Senator Munpr. From 1929 until 1942, what can you tell us about 
your career which is not self-incriminating ? 

Mr. Borrz. I worked in a sheet-metal plant. 

Senator McCarrny. Will you try to speak a little louder. 

Senator Munpr. Where? 

Mr. Bortz. I have to decline to answer that. 

Senator Munpr. All right, you worked in a sheet-metal factory. 
Go ahead. 

Mr. Borrz. In a gas station. 

Senator Munpr. A service station ? 

Mr. Borrz. A service station. Then later on at the outbreak of 
the war I was in the United States Army. It is a matter of record. 
I left with an honorable discharge in 1945, 

Senator Munpr. Did you enlist in the Army ? 

Mr. Borrz. I volunteered. 

Senator Munpr. Did you volunteer under the directive of the Com- 
munist Party? 

Mr. Bortz. I would have to refuse to answer a question like that 
on the ground that it is self-incriminating. 

Senator Munpr. At least it is a matter of record that you did enlist 
and volunteer. In what year was that? 

Mr. Bortz. 1943; January 28 or January 29. 

Senator Munpr. Senator Symington. 

Senator Symineton. Were you a member of the Communist Party 
when you enlisted in the Army ? 
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Mr. Bortz. That is the same type of question. I would have to 
decline to answer it on the grounds that it is self-incriminating. Iam 
Sorry. 

Senator Symrneron. Would the Army have taken you in if they 
had known you were a Communist when you enlisted ? 

Mr. Bortz. I have no way of knowing what the policy of the Army 
is. But that would be self-incriminating to answer that question 
correct ly. 

Senator Symineton. When you made out your record in the Army 
was there any comment as to whether or not you were a Communist? 
Were you asked or was there any question about what party you 
belonged to? 

Mr. Bortz. I would not remember exactly whether they asked the 
question or not, to tell you the truth. 

Senator Symrneron. But you are sure in your application to the 
Army that you did not perjure yourself with respect to the Commu- 
nist Party ? 

Mr. Borrz. Definitely no. 

Senator Symrneron. You are sure of that? 

Mr. Bortz. At least that was my feeling—no perjury. 

Senator Munpr. How long were you in the Army? 

Mr. Bortz. Up until September 30, 1945. 

Senator Munpr. That is about 2 years roughly, or a little less? 

Mr. Bortz. No; it is close to 4, isn’t it? It is 3 years and 10 or 9 
months. 

Senator Munpr. Did you serve overseas or here? 

(Mr. Bortz consulted his attorney. ) 

Senator Munpr. I do not think your counsel is going to advise you 
that service in the United States Army is incriminating. 

Mr. Ranp. I have advised my client he is not entitled to claim privi- 
lege. 

Mr. Borrz. I do not want to make any statements that can be used 
against me in any way. 

Senator Munpr. I am asking you whether you served in the Army 
overseas or in this country? 

Mr. Bortz. In Newfoundland. That is out of the United States. 

Senator Munptr. Newfoundland, you say ? 

Mr. Bortz. In the North Atlantic theater. The Atlantic theater of 
war, I believe they called it at that time. 

Senator Munpr. You were an infantryman? 

Mr. Bortz. No; I was an airplane mechanic. 

Senator Munpr. Were you in the room this morning when Mr. Maz- 
zei was testifying? 

Mr. Bortz. This room? 

Senator Munor. Right. 

Mr. Bortz. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Did you hear his testimony? 

Mr. Bortz. Yes; I did the best I could. It was a little noisy. 

Senator Munpr. Let me ask you this question. At any time in your 
career since you left the Army were you ever assigned by anybody the 
duty or the job of killing Senator McCarthy, of Wisconsin. 

Mr. Borrz. That is the same type of question so I would have to de- 
cline. 

Senator Munpr. If you say “No,” it is not self-incriminating. 
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Mr. Borrz. I have to answer that on the grounds that it is self- 

criminating. 

” Se ar M NDT. Ke ou dec] ine to answer. After you left the Army, 
which was 1945, did you then move to Butler, Pa. ? 

Mr. Bortz. No; I came to Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Senator Munpt. How long have you lived in Butler, Mr. Bortz? 

Mr. Borrz. Since May 1952 

Senator Mcnpr. And between the time you were discharged, from 

Army and the time that you moved to Butler, you lived in Pitts- 
burgh; is that right? 
Bortz. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Did you get an honorable discharge from the 
Army ¢ 

Mr. Bortz. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Since you have been in Butler, you say you have 
been mm iking your liv ing’ as a free-li ince e sleetri ician ¢ 

Mr. Borrz. No; not anelectrician. It is electrical-appliance repair- 
man or serviceman. I am just getting started actually. I have my 
name around on it. 

Senator Munpr. At some place along in your career either in the 
Army or out of the Army or in se hoo! you learned enough about elec- 
trical equ Ipn nent so that you are a fairl Ly profic lent repairman ; is that 
orrect ¢ 


Mr. Borrz. I am not going to brag. I know my work around 


was] no ma hines, ir ers, ind various other electrical household 
appliances 
“Senator Munpr. In the process of practicing your art, have you ever 
made a bomb of a y kind ? 
Borrz. That question is self-incriminating. 
Senator Munpr. The question is not self-incriminating. The answer 


n VY pe, 

Mr. Borrz. I mean the answer may be self-incriminating, so I will 
have to decline to answer. 

Senator Munpr. You decline to answer on the ground that your 
answer might be self-incriminating. 

Mr. Bortz. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Conn. Mr. Bortz, are you today under salary from the Com- 
munist Party of the United States? 

Mr. Bortz. That is the same answer which would be self-incriminat- 
ince were I to answer. 

Mr. Coun. You refuse to answer on the ground the answer might 
tend to incriminate you? 

Mr. Borrz. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Conn. Have you been section organizer for district No. 5 of 
the Community Party of the United States? 

Mr. Borrz. The answer which I must give again is that I must 
decline to answer on the ground th: at it is self-inc riminating. 

Senator McCarruy. Mr. Chairm: in, may I ask the witness a ques- 
tion ? 

Mr. Bortz, you have been declining to answer a number of questions 
on the ground that if you answer, you might be incriminated. Is it 
your position that if you were to tell us the truth, that truthful answer 
might incriminate you? Is that your position ? 
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Mr. Borrz. Any direct answer may be self-incriminating; that 1s 
what I mean. Any direct answer, “Yes” or “No.” 

Senator Munpr. Are you married, Mr. Bortz? 

Mr. Borrz. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. What year were you married ? 

Mr. Borrz. 1952 

Senator Munpr. Considerably after you got out of the Army, you 
were married in 1952 

Mr. Bortz. That was my second marriage. 

Senator Munpr. You were married to your present wife in 1952 

Mr. Borrz. That is right. 

Senator Munpr. And she lives with you in Butler, Pa.? 

Mr. Bortz. Yes. 

Senator McCarruy. Will you try and speak up? I am rather in- 
terested in hearing what you say. 

Mr. Ranp. May I suggest to the witness that he answer rather than 
nod. 

Mr. Borrz. I am sorry. 

Senator McCarruy. When you nod, we cannot hear. You have to 
answer “Yes” or “No.” 

Senator Munpr. Did you ever know a man by the name of Matt 
Cvetic ? 

(Mr. Bortz consults attorney. ) 

Mr. Borrz. I have to decline to answer that on the grounds that 
it may be self-incriminating. 

Senator McCarrny. May I suggest, Mr. Chairman, that the FBI 
agent be asked to recount the Cvetic incident as far as Bortz is con- 
cerned ? 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Mazzei, will you respond to the request of 
Senator McCarthy ¢ 

Mr. Mazzet. Yes, sir. It was decided in the Communist Party that 
Matt Cvetic was to be given a beating of his life, and I was in on that 
deal. Mr. Bortz and I and another Communist in the city of Pitts- 
burgh by the name of seph Mankin. We had the 
time and the place where Matt C vetic was to come down the street, 
and we were told the side of the street that he was coming down, and 
the alley he would have to pass. I immediately got in touch with 
the Bureau and told them to get Matt Cvetic off the street and the 
Bureau told me to go right ahead as if nothing had happened, to go 
right ahead with the plans. 

At that particular time when Matt Cvetic was to walk down the 
street, he walked down the wrong side of the street and he came down 
with a guard beside him. This particular guard I knew personally 
and I ran over and I says, “Please, for heaven sake, not now.” This 
fellow knows me very well, and the deal was called off. We were 
going to make arrangements to get him later, which never came off. 

Senator Munpr. You and Mankin and Bortz were lying in wait for 
Cvetic? 

Mr. Mazzet. That is right, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Bortz, do you recall attending a meeting of 
the Communist Party in Pittsburgh in December of 1952? 

Mr. Borrz. I have to decline to answer that question on the grounds 
that it is self-incriminating. 











12 COMMUNIST PARTY ACTIVITIES, WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA 


Senator Munpr. Mr. Cohn, you may proceed. 

Senator McClellan. 

Senator McCLe.tian. You were in the Army something like 3 years; 
is that correct ? 

Mr. Borrz. I could not hear you, sir. 

Senator McCie.tian. You were in the Army something like 3 years; 
is that correct? 

Mr. Borrz. 1942. Did I give you the wrong date? What date 
did I give before? 

Mr. Rann. Give the right date now. 

Mr. Borrz. This is the right date. January 28 or 29, of 1942, just 
a few weeks after Pearl Harbor, that is the way I can verify definitely 
it was 1942. 

Senator McCretian. Did you carry on your communistic activities 
while you were in the service? 

Mr. Borrz. That question I will have to decline to answer on the 
ground that it is self-incriminating. 

Senator McCietian. You are confident it would incriminate you 
if you told the truth about it. 

Mr. Bortz. Any direct answer may be self-incriminating. 

Senator McCiettan. What do you mean by “direct answer” ? 

Mr. Borrz. Either “Yes” or “No.” 

Senator McCret.an. If you told the truth and said, “No,” do you 
think that would incriminate you ¢ 

(Mr. Bortz consulted his attorney. ) 

Mr. Borrz. I have decline to answer that on the ground that it is 
sel f-incriminating. 

Senator McCietitan. Do you say it would incriminate you if you 
told the truth and said “No”? Do you think that would incriminate 
you ¢ 

Mr. Bortz. It would be the same answer, that I have to decline to 
answer that question on the grounds that it may be self-incriminating. 

Senator McCietian. Did you ever hear the word “liquidate” used 
in your Communist meetings ? 

Mr. Borrz. That question is of the same type which would force 
me to decline in answering that question on the grounds that it may 
be self-incriminating. 

Senator McCiLe.tuan. Do you understand what the word “liquidate” 
means? 

Mr. Bortz. Generally; yes. 

Senator McCie.tian. Generally. Do you understand what incrimi- 
nate means ¢ 

Mr. Borrz. I believe Ido. I am just average in my grammar, but I 
think I do in my own way, I suppose. 

Senator McCietian. You use the word “incriminate” all the time. 
What do you mean by “incriminate” when you say it might tend to 
incriminate you ? 

(No response. ) 

Senator McCietian. Do you know what you mean when you say it? 

Mr. Bortz. I believe I do. 

Senator McCiextian. All right; state what it means. 

Mr. Bortz. It might in one way or another be used by some party 
or parties to twist around a statement probably. It is very indefinite, 
a “yes” or “no” answer. That is my point. 
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Senator McCienttan. If you do not want to answer definitely 
“Yes,” and if you want to answer by stating it in your own language, 
but yet give an answer, will you do that? If “Yes” or “No” incrimi- 
nate you, will you answer fully without giving a direct answer “Yes’ 
or “No”? 

Mr. Borrz. I feel it may be self-incriminating; I decline to answer. 

Senator McCiexxan. In other words, your position is that if you 
told the truth, it would tend to incriminate you; is that right? 

Mr. Borrz. Not the truth, any direct answer. 

Senator McCue.tuan. If you told the truth, it would not incriminate 
you ¢ 

(No response. ) 

Senator McCiettan. Whether the answer is direct or indirect, so 
long as it is true, will the truth incriminate you ? 

Mr. Borrz. In some cases. 

Senator McCietian. In the cases where you have declined to 
answer ¢ 

(Mr. Bortz consulted his attorney.) 

Senator McCievitan. In the cases where you have declined to 
answer, are you telling the committee that if you told the truth it 
would tend to incriminate you? 

Mr. Bortz. I am entitled to decline answering that. 

Senator McCietian. I am not asking you what you are entitled to. 
I am asking you if you told the truth, might it tend to incriminate 
you if you answered these questions truthfully ? 

Mr. Bortz. Any direct answer—— 

Senator McCLELLAN. I am not talking about a direct answer. I 
am talking about a truthful answer. 

Mr. Borrz. I decline to answer that on the grounds that it may 
be self-incriminating. 

Senator McCietian. You are declining to answer the question that 
if you told the truth it might tend to incriminate you. You are 
declining to answer that question ; are you ? 

(Mr. Bortz ques with his attorney.) 

Mr. Borrz. Yes; I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
that it is self-incriminating or may be self-incriminating. 

Senator McCietian. Who is the gentleman sitting on your right 
there that you have been conferring with? What is his name? 

Mr. Borrz. His name is Mr. Rand, my attorney 

Senator McCietitan. You know him; do you? 

Mr. Bortz. I know him now; yes. 

Senator McCiettan. Who is the gentleman sitting on your left? 

Mr. Bortz. I decline to answer that question on the grounds that 
it is self-incriminating or may be self-incriminating. 

Senator McCrieiuan. It might be self-incriminating. Anybody 
else here in the room that you know ? 

Mr. Borrz. I use that same statement that I cannot answer that on 
the grounds that it is self-incriminating. 

Senator McCienxtan. Do you know Senator Joe McCarthy when 
you see him? 

Mr. Bortz, Since I seen him yesterday, yes, sir. 

Senator McCietian. Do you think it incriminates you to know 
him ? 
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Mr. Borrz. He is a public ficure and we all know him. 

Senator McCrienian. The gentlem: in on your left says he is a pub- 
lic figure, too. 

Mr. Borrz. I decline to answer. 

Senator McCietian. You still decline to answer that? 

Mr. Bortz. Yes. 

Senatar McCietian. You think it would incriminate you if you 
told the truth and told whether you know him now or had known him 
in the past ¢ 

Mr. Borrz. It is self-incriminating to answer that question. I can’t 
answer it. 

Senator McCarrny. Mr. Chairman, Senator McClellan asked the 
witness a question which he refused to answer, the question as to 
whether or not he felt a truthful answer would incriminate him. I 
thin k he should be ordered to answer that question. He is not en- 
titled to refuse to answer that question. 

Senator Munpr. Do you insist on an answer, Senator M ‘Clellan? 

Senator McCrieitian. Yes; I do. I want to know whether he will 
answer or refuse to answer. 

Senator Munpr. The question you were asked, Mr. Bortz, can be 

responded to without incriminating you. You are not privileged to 
come before this committee to perjure yourself. You are here to tell 
the truth. This question does not involve any of your background or 
experience. It was a que stion of whether or not you were telling the 
truth. 

Mr. Ranp. May I hear the question, and then may I have an oppor- 
tunity to advise with my client? 

Senator McCietian. Let me repeat the question. You have been 
asked, which you dec lined to answer, stating that if you answered it 
might tend to incriminate you. I now ask you the question that if you 
answered those questions truthfully, do you honestly believe that the 
answers might tend to incriminate you? 

Mr. Ranp. May I advise with my client? 

Senator McCieiian. All right. 

(Mr. Bortz consulted his attorney. ) 

Senator Munpr. All right, Mr. Bortz, you have had adequate oppor- 
tunity to confer with your attorney. You have heard the question. 
The committee wants your answer. 

Mr. Borrz. It was my impression that were I to come to this com- 
mittee, I would give only truthful answers and give them the way I 
understood them, and I believe that anything I said I said it on that 
basis; and that any question that was asked of me and I felt in any 
way that it would be self-incriminating, that I would have the right to 
decline to answer that question. On that basis I have to do likewise on 
any question that will follow. 

Senator McCuetxan. I will ask you the question again. Do you 
know the gentleman sitting on your left? 

Mr. Bortz. That question has been asked of me several times. 

Senator McCietian. I am asking you again. We are going to get 
this record complete. 

Mr. Bortz. On the ground that it may tend to be self-incriminating, 
I must refuse to answer that. 
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Senator McCietian. I now ask you the question that if you answer 
that question truthfully, do you think a truthful answer to that ques- 
tion would tend to incriminate you? 

Mr. Borrz. Yes; I believe so. 

Senator McCLetitan. You answered the question. Why couldn’t 
you have done that a while ago? 

Mr. Borrz. I just wanted to be sure of what you were driving at. 

Senator McCietitan. Have you ever been in a Communist meeting 
or group meetings of Communist members with the gentleman sitting 
on your left? 

Mr. Borrz. I must decline to not answer that question on the 
grounds that it is self-incriminating. 

Senator McCLe.ian. Do you honestly believe that if you answered 
that question and told the truth that it would incriminate you 

Mr. Borrz. It might; yes. 

Senator McCrietxan. It might incriminate you? 

Mr. Borrz. Yes. 

Senator McCieritan. You were asked the question if you ever made 
a bomb. You answered that that might tend to incriminate you. I 
ask you now, if you answered that question and told the truth, do 
you honestly believe that it might tend to incriminate you ? 

(Mr. Bortz consulted his attorney.) 

Mr. Bortz. It might, certainly; yes, sir. 

Senator McCie.tuan. You honestly believe it would ? 

Mr. Borrz. It might. 

Senator McCievxan. I asked you the question if you carried on 
Communist activities while you were a member of the armed services 
of the United States. You answered that if you answered the ques- 
tion it might tend to incriminate you. Do you honestly believe now 
that if you told the truth in answer to that question that it would 
tend to incriminate you? 

Mr. Bortz. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCietitan. You were asked the question of whether you 
were selected by the Communist Party and given the assignment to 
liquidate Senator McCarthy. What is your answer to that question 
now? 

Mr. Borrz. I must decline to answer that question on the grounds 
that it may be tending toward self-incrimination. 

Senator McCuietian. Do you honestly believe that if you answered 
the question truthfully now it would tend to incriminate you? 

Mr. Bortz. Yes, sir; it might tend to. It might tend to. 

Senator McCrietxan. It might tend to incriminate you? 

Mr. Borrz. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCrietian. If you answered any of these questions that 
have been asked you, you honestly believe that a truthful answer might 
tend to incriminate you ? 

Mr. Borrz. It might tend to incriminate me. 

Senator McCrieiian. You convinced me, sir. I think they would. 

Senator Munpr. Senator Symington. ; 

Senator Symineton. Have you ever been involved in any strike- 
breaking activities? 

Mr. Borrz. What do you mean by “strikebreaking activities” ? 

Senator Symineton, Have you ever been hired to help a strike 
along either by the strikers or by the employers? 
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Mr. Borrz. I would have to decline to answer that question on the 
ground it might be self-incriminating. 

Senator Symineron. Have you any reputation, do you think, 
around Pittsburgh for being interested in that kind of activity ? 

Mr. Borrz. It might tend to self-incrimination if I answered that, 
and I must decline to answer that. 

Senator Symineron. Have you ever been paid any money for beat- 
ing anybody up on the picket line ? 

Mr. Borrz. That is likewise the same question and the same answer, 
I would say. 

Senator SYMINGTON. That is all I have, Mr. Chairman. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Bortz, what familiarity have you with the use 
of firearms ? 

Mr. Borrz. I can’t answer that on the same basis, that it may be 
self-incriminating. 

Senator Munpr. You were in the Army; were you not? 

Mr. Borrz. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. And you had some training in the use of firearms 
in the Army ¢ 

Mr. Borrz. That is the same direct answer it would have to be, and 
I think it is self-incriminating. It may be, I don’t know. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Bortz, look at that picture that has been 
handed you and answer the question whether you have ever seen that 
house, and where it is located. 

(Mr. Bortz conferred with his counsel.) 

Senator Munpr. You have examined the photograph which I 
presented to you, Mr. Bortz. Have you ever seen that house and 
where is it located ? 

Mr. Bortz. I decline to answer that on the ground it may be—— 

Senator Munpr. You mean you decline to say whether you have 
seen the house or not on the ground it is self-incriminating? 

Mr. Bortz. Whether I seen it or heard of it or anything like that. 

Senator Munpr. What is there about this house that would be self- 
incriminating ¢ 

Mr. Bortz. That is the way I feel, and I think I am entitled to that 
privilege. 

Senator Munpr. It is very curious to say that to answer that ques- 
tion if you had seen that house it would be self-incriminating. Is 
that an eyesore of some kind? 

(Mr. Bortz conferred with his counsel.) 

Senator Symrneron. Is the lower part or the upper part of the 
house self-incriminating ? 

Mr. Ranp. May the client consult with me? 

Senator Munpr. He may. 

Mr. Ranp. Which is the question we are consulting on? 

Senator Munpr. That is up to you. You may consult on both. 

Mr. Rann. What is the question @ 

Senator Munpr. My question is, what is there about this house that 
might be self-incriminating? He must recognize it as an eyesore or 
a pl: ice of ill-repute for him to think it is self-ine riminating. That is 
the question. 

(Mr. Bortz conferred with his counsel.) 

Senator Munpr. Are you ready to answer the question ? 
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Mr. Borrz. I will have to decline to answer that question on the 
ground that it can and may be self-incriminating or tend to be. 

Senator Munpr. Do you have a question on that, Senator? 

Senator SymMrneton. I asked him if he thought the lower part of 
the house or the upper part of the house was self-incriminating? 

Mr. Bortz. That would be the same thing. 

Senator Munpr. In other words, you recognize something about 
that house that you dodge away from, so that to say “Yes” or “No” 
to the question of whether you have seen it would be self-incriminat- 
ing ¢ 

Mr. Borrz. I am definitely declining anything on that picture or 
where it came from or anything to do with the picture. 

Senator Ferauson. I am not asking you where it came from. Iam 
just asking ms whether you saw the Louse or not. 

Mr. Borrz. I decline to answer that question on the ground that 
it may be tending toward self-incrimination. 

Senator Munpr. Is it a fact that your worry about self-incrimina- 
tion flows from your knowledge that in the basement of the house 
there is a 4-foot wall used as a target and bombing range where Com- 
munists have met and where you have met to experiment in various 
iypes and methods of liquidating law-abiding citizens? Is that it? 

Mr. Borrz. That would be self-incriminating were I to answer in 
any way. It might tend to that. 

Senator Munpr. It would only be self-incriminating if you say 
“Yes,” and not if you say “No”? 

Mr. Bortz. I decline to answer on the same basis. 

(Photograph of the house referred to above was marked “Supple- 
mental Data No. 1” and will be found in the Appendix on p. 21.) 

Senator McCurtnan. Mr. Mazzei, you have testified about this 
meeting and that the witness, Mr. Bortz, made this announcement 
that he had been given the assignment by the Communist Party to 
liquidate Senator McCarthy. Was there any discussion or anything 
in his announcement that indicated the time this was to take } ylace, 
how soon or under what circumstances? 

Mr. Mazzrt. As I said, the conversation e ve nded all the way down 
to the street. The time was not given, the place was not given, but 
when the time would come, he said he was sbieeed by the Communist 
Party to eliminate Senator Joseph McCarthy. 

Senator McCLetLan. Was the word “eliminate” or “liquid ate”? 

Mr. Mazzet. He gave us the specific word the elimination of Joseph 
McCarthy, to liquidate him. He used elimination and liquidation, 
and also as we were walking down the steps, “I will kill that son of 
a bitch.” 

Senator McC.e.uaAn. So there was not any doubt that he under- 
stood what the meaning and purport of the term “liquidate” and 
“eliminate” was? 

Mr. Mazzet. That is right. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Bortz, do you deny making that statement? 

Mr. Borrz. I decline to answer that on the ground that it can and 
may be tending to incriminate me, 

Senator Munpr. A negative answer would not be incriminating. 
You decline to deny it? 

Mr. Borrz. I decline to answer that. 

Senator McCie.uan. Mr. Mazzei, how long were you in the Com- 
munist Party, about 10 or 11 years? 
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Mr. Mazzet. I was in 12 years, from 1941 to 1953. 

Senator McCiecian. During that time did you have opportunity 
to learn and observe how the Communist apparatus operates? 

Mr. Mazzet. Yes. sir. I attended the Communist school, I studied 
their books, Leninism, Marxism, the different theories. I attended 
all their classes, their workers’ classes, and I attended their meetings. 

Senator McCuietxian. Did you atte nd any classes or any school where 
they taught methods of sabotage ? 

Mr. Mazzet. Yes, sir; I attended a class in Pittsburgh on sabotage 
As a matter of fact, we carried out a mock sabotage in the city of 
Pittsburgh in Allegheny County. We photographed the city of Pitts- 
burgh and Allegheny County. 

Senator McCietian. Did Mr. Bortz participate in that? 

Mr. Mazzet. He attended one affair with me on that. 

Senator McCreian. I ask you, then, when he announced at the 
meeting that he had been given this assignment by the Communist 
Party, were you able in your own mind at that time or are you able 
now to state from what soirce that would mean when he said from 
the Communist Party, as to identifying his superior who had given 
him the instructions or the assignment ? 

Mr. Mazzet. That assignment could come from the head of the 
Communist Party of Pittsburgh or it could come from New York or 
it could come from some other higher-ups in the Communist Party. 

Senator McCie.ttan. When such an announcement was made, were 
the others present generally given the source other than just the iden- 
tification of the Communist Party? Was it the custom to reveal the 
authority who had given the assignment other than to refer to it as 
the Communist Party? 

Mr. Mazzet. No, sir. The source where he got his orders from 
would never be revealed, but it would be the same way if I would get 
my orders from the head of the Communist Party, I would not reveal 
it to Mr. Bortz, because if I would, I would be called on the carpet 
by the Communist Party for telling him who I got my orders from, 
and he would be ealle d the same w way. 

Senator McCieiian. The only thing that is a bit strange about 
this in my limited knowledge of the way the Communist apparatus 
operates is that he would have had any occasion at all to make the 
announcement that he had been given such an assignment. What 
seems to be the reason why he would announce it to the group that 
was present? 

Mr. Mazzer. He was given that assignment, and he was proud of 
being given that job. That job was given to him and he was proud 
that job was given to him, and he was going to carry it out. 

Sen: ator McCietuan. Were there any other discussions there that 
evening with reference to the general program of Communist Party 
insofar as the overthrow of the Government of the United States by 
force and violence is concerned ? 

Mr. Mazzrr1. That would have to go into some other session, sir. 
because I have attended those classes and that was brought up. 

Senator Munpr. Did you report this incident by which Bortz an- 
nounced that he had been given the job of murdering McCarthy to 
the FBI? 

Mr. Mazzrr. Yes; I did. I turned it over to the agent. 

Senator Munpr. At that time? 
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Mr. Mazzer. I believe it was the following day. 

Senator Munpr. The Chair is happy to acknowledge the attend- 
ance of Senator McCarran, of Nevada, as a member of this com 
mittee, and since his face probably was painted on the target range 
in the basement of the house, if he has any questions, we would cer- 
tainly be happy to hear from him as a member of the committee. If 
not, Senator McClellan, have you any further questions ¢ 

Senator McCrie.xan. I believe not. I was trying for the record 
here to clarify this general proceeding at this meeting. As I under 
stand, it would not have been proper from the Communist viewpoint, 
and as a general practice in their operations, for Mr. Bortz to have 
disclosed at that time the source of his instructions and directions to 
carry out this deed. 

Mr. Mazzer. He would not be allowed to give out that information 
where he got it. When you came into the Communist Party you 
swear allegiance to that and you don’t give that out. 

Senator McCretian. The only thing I could not understand is 
what would motivate him or what would be his purpose for announce 
ing to the group that he had been given such an assignment. 

Mr. Mazzet. He was chairman of the meeting. 

Senator McCrentian. But that would not necessarily cause him 
to need to reveal to the group this special assignment that had been 
given to him. 

Mr. Mazzer. Senator, I would have to say I don’t know why he 
made that announcement at that particular time, other than he made 
the announcement and expressed he was tic “kled to death to do it, and 
when the time would come he would carry it out. 

Senator McCiecian. Was there anything to indicate the approxi- 
mation of that time? 

Mr. Mazzet. Of when the assassination would take place? 

Senator McCretitan. When that time came. 

Mr. Mazzer. If I knew the time I would have told the Bureau 
the time. 

Senator McCre.ian. I know he did not announce the date or just 
under what circumstances, but did you get an impression as to the 
probable time that this would be carried out? 

Mr. Mazzer. No; I didn’t. 

Senator McCrie.tian. There was not enough said to indicate that? 

Mr. Mazzet. No, sir. 

Senator McCiettan. May Task you this: Approximately how many 
times have you been in similar group meetings with this witness, Mr. 
Bortz? 

Mr. Mazzer. Fifty, maybe 60 times. 

Senator McCieinan. That is all. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Cohn. 

Mr. Conn. Mr. Chairman, I know the Chair is anxious to adjourn 
in view of th ie other meeting. I did want to say that we have not 
completed the testimony of Mr. Mazzei on this point. There were 
further discussions in tl e presence of other top leaders of the Com- 
munist Party on this very issue. We have other witnesses who will 
testify as to this same thir 1g probably next week. I wags.going to 
suggest to the Chair that we might | iold the remainder of Mr. Mazzei’s 
testimony in abeyance until we have these other witnesses here, and 
we can complete Mr. Mazzei’s testimony on this incident, and further 
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discussions that took place in Communist circles. I would like to 
defer any further questions. 

Senator Munpr. Senator McCarran has a question. 

Senator McCarran. I would like to ask the witness, You have 
heard a witness state under oath that you intended to destroy Senator 
McCarthy. Do you care to deny that? He is here now in your 
presence. That witness is sitting by you. Do you care to deny his 
statement ¢ 

Mr. Borrz. I would have to decline to answer that question on the 
ground that it may tend to incriminate me. 

Senator McCarran. Would you rather restort to the fifth amend- 
ment than to deny the statement made by the witness under oath? 

Mr. Bortz. To make any direct statement 

Senator McCarran. What? 

Mr. Borrz. ‘To make any direct statement “Yes” or “No” in any 
way because it may tend to incrimiaate me. 

Senator McCarran. You do not want to deny it? 

Mr. Borrz. I can’t deny it and I can’t affirm it. 

Senator Symrneron. Mr. Chairman, may I make a comment there? 
l am very glad to see how gracious you were to my Democratic col- 
league, Senator McCarran, in allowing him to ask questions in my 
committee. I wish Senator Ferguson had allowed me the same cour- 
tesy when Mr. Wilson, the Secretary of Defense, appeared before his 
Appropriations Committee. But actually, as I have been thinking it 
over, based on the nature of Mr. Wilson’s testimony, I am not surprised 
that he did not want me to ask him any questions. 

Senator Munpr. Are there any other questions on the case in point ? 
If not, the Chair before adjourning the meeting would like to say that 
inasmuch as the testimony before this committee this morning seems 
to be ¢ ‘arry ing contempt of Congress to the nth degree, he is going to 
suggest thi at the clerk of the committee address a letter to the De pi irt- 
ment of Justice containing this testimony, and calling upon the De- 
partment of Justice to take whatever action it feels is necessary in 
view of this testimony alleging a conspiracy to murder a Member of 
the United States Senate. 

The witness will continue to be held under subpena subject to call, 
and his atterney will be notified, and we will ask his attorney to keep 
in eortact with his client. 

Mr. Kann. May the witness return to his home? 

Senator Munpr. ‘Temporarily, yes; and you will keep in touch with 
him so if we contact you—— 

Mr. Ranp. I have his address and if the committee contacts me, I 
will communicate with him at the address he has given me. 

Senator Munpr. The committee stands adjourned until the call of 
the Chair. 

(Thereupon at 11:45 a. m., a recess was taken subject to call of the 


Chair.) 
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